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“Waiting … just waiting …” 
 

The CA clinic waiting room at Vanderbilt … multiple 

age ranges… various diseases at various stages … some 

rolling their oxygen tanks … a few wearing masks … 

several wheel chairs … the mood is rather quiet and 

withdrawn for the most part … some scattered conver-

sations rarely about the disease … mostly “so, where 

are you from” … pages to the lab for the inevitable 

blood draw … but mostly just waiting … waiting … hop-

ing that … praying …  
 

“The hand of the Lord was upon him …” [Ezra 6:9] 
 

For it is hard, if not impossible in this setting, not to be 

vividly reminded of one’s finitude … of one’s mortality.  

We thank God for this undeniable reminder of who we 

are … who we were … but most importantly of who we 

can be in and because of God’s love and care.  
 

“The gracious hand of the Lord was upon him … 

[Ezra 6:9]  
 

All of us have received or will receive some form of che-

motherapy … side effects will differ from person to per-

son … from disease to disease.   Is there not a kind of 

bizarre irony that it takes “poison” to be cured?  Yet, 

all are thankful for medications that not only treat the 

CA, but also those given in response to its regular, pre-

dictable and dreaded aftermath.    
 

“The hand of my God was upon me …”  [Ezra 6:28]  
 

Looking around one becomes so aware that this is so 

much more than merely a matter of the physical … 

something that all have are reminded of with each trip 

to this very waiting room … but now something more is 

known – this disease is really personal … This stuff is 

all about body … A/D soul … A/D mind … we never 

dreamed about what an impact it would have on our 

lives A/D the lives of those who love us … live with us 

… care for us … Thank You, Lord, for reminding us of 

our relationships  with one another … for reminding us 

of our need to pray … 
 

“The gracious hand of our God was upon us …” [Ezra 
8:18] 
 

“… for the very heart of prayer is communion with God 
… there is no such thing as an unanswered pray-er.  
Prayers may not be answered, but pray-ers, persons who 
pray, will always be answered” [L.D.W.] Thank You, 

God, for allowing our problems to become opportunities 

for those “who have eyes to see and ears to hear.”  In 

this time of silence is both the need and the opportunity 

to pray – and pray we must …  
 

“The gracious hand of our God was upon us, and he 

delivered us from the hand of the enemy and from am-

bushes along the way.” [Ezra 8:31]. 
 

We pray for those we love who are in some sort of crisis 
… that God will keep them safe.  Then, we add:  If this 

may not be, may their faith in God remain unshaken, 

their courage unbroken, their sense of peace strength-

ened … there is no such thing as an unanswered pray-er.  
Although our specific prayers may not be answered, but 
pray-ers, persons who pray, will always be answered. 
 

“When we feel so terribly alone, singled out by the hand 

of fate, when we are tempted to crawl off in a dark cor-

ner and feel sorry for ourselves, we need to be reminded 

that we part of a community, that there are people 

around us who care about us ... [that] God is beside us, 

and [gives] us the strength within to help us survive …” 
[adapted from Kushner, When Bad Things Happen to 
Good People].   
 

“I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, but the Lord 

helped me.  The Lord is my strength and … has be-

come my salvation … O give thanks to the Lord for He 

is good, for His steadfast love endures forever” [Psalm 
118:13, 29]. 

Bro Gary  

COMI�G I� FEBRUARY –  

              A �EW SU�DAY SCHOOL STUDY 
 

“THE REVELATIO� OF GOD  

I� HUMA� SUFFERI�G” 

 
     What is God trying to tell us?   Is there any mean-
ing or purpose to our suffering?  What role does the 
community of faith have?  Why should these kinds of 
things even happen to me?  What should I do about it? 
Did God know this was going to happen?  If so, why 
didn’t He do something?  What does God want me to 
do with all the pain, anger, blame and suffering?   
     In one of her novels, Norwegian author Sigrid Un-
set observed:  it is an easy thing to be a Christian so 
long as God asks of you nothing more than to hear 
sweet singing in church.  So, what has God asked of 
us? 
     Come to this study and bring your experiences and 
your resources.   

 

Bro Gary 

Sacred Spaces 
 

Dark, sparkling stars, 
Bright lights, 

The aroma of frankincense 
A sweet, spicy, scent 

Lifting our prayer to God. 
 

Gritty sand 
Help me move this rock. 

Tasting the salt of the earth. 
Thirsty, but thirsty for what? 

Cool breeze washes away sadness. 
More light, but where is that star? 

 

A clock set for Kabul time 
Already tomorrow morning there. 

Cold and snowy in Kabul now. 
I carry a soldier, now, 

In my pocket, 
But also in my heart. 

 

A map with notes and prayer requests 
Asking for Peace, 

For people and places 
With no sacred spaces. 

 

Where is that star? 
by Katelyn Egan 
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WHERE IS THAT STAR? 
 

BY:  Emalie Egan 

 
     One of the stations in our sacred space invited our 
visitors to step out onto the kitchen porch, gaze at the 
stars, and thank God for the beauty of the earth. Our 
visitors stood in the cold, on our back porch, and 
searched at the sky. Looking for a star. The star. Most 
evenings, the sky was quite overcast. It was hard to find 
any star, much less, follow one. 
     As the youth were setting up this station, three deer 
were grazing in the playground. The kids were thrilled 
to see these graceful creatures, always reminders that 
even in our highly developed city, peaceful, beautiful, 
wild animals might appear, always reminders that God 
is the Creator. But it was hard to see the stars. So it was 
not clear what we should do. 
     How can anyone follow a star, if the sky is overcast? 
What does it mean to follow Jesus when things are not 
clear? And what does it mean to follow a star in the 21st 
century? With our modern technology, scientists can see 
distant galaxies, planets similar to ours, and detect the 
evidence of black holes. We can look at these pictures 
on tiny phones that we carry in our pockets. Yet, finding 
the star that God is calling us to follow is not as easy. In 
fact, our technology may make it even more difficult to 
find our way. But certainly God is calling us on a jour-
ney. How should I follow God today? How should 
Hickory Bend follow the star? Where will it lead us? 
What gifts do we bring? 
     As we pack up the sacred space on Awakening to an 
Epiphany, we can remember to carry the light with us. 
Those of you who traveled through the sacred space are 
carrying a soldier with you. You have put Kabul time 
and weather on your phone. You are listening for a bell 
and remembering that as the People of God, we exist, 
like the clapper of a bell, between our earthly homes and 
our heavenly home. You are returning, as the Wise Men 
returned by a different path. You have been invited to 
return with a bag of food for the poor. You have tried to 
return to your own fields, like the shepherds, rejoicing 
and praising God for all that you have seen and heard. 
You have thought about the things in 2012 that you can 
give up and other things that you can increase. 
     So carry the light with you. 
     And follow that star. The star is certainly there, and 
God is certainly guiding us. So often, on my own, life is 
so difficult and my path is so hard to find! Then we 
gather to worship. When I am with you, the sky is bright 
with stars. The clouds lift. I find my path again. I be-
lieve that together, we will find our way to return to our 
fields rejoicing and praising God. Together we can re-
turn by a different route. Together. 

Music NotesMusic NotesMusic NotesMusic Notes    
 

     2012 came with a bang this year, at least for me and 
getting ill on New Year’s Eve.  Special thanks to all 
who pitched in on the January 1st service, especially 
Gabby Troster. 
 

     2012 will be an exciting year for the Music Program 
here at Hickory Bend.  Things to look forward to are: 
 

• Inspirational anthems from the Adult Choir 
 

• Bell Choir (which will start up in February) 
 

• The Youth Choir with and without the Adult    
        Choir 
 

• Exit 219 
 

• HBUMC Band 
 
And various solos and instrumentals just to name a few. 
 
     I know I sound like a broken record, but once again, 
I would like to invite you to join the Music Department 

in any capacity you feel comfortable with.  I guaran-
tee you that you will enjoy your time with us. 

 
Mark Perkins 

 

Justin Bilbrey received the  
Rising Star Award for  
making all ‘B’s.  Justin 
attends school at Glade-
ville Elementary. 
 
Congratulations to Trinity 
Buttrey for working hard 
on her cursive writing!  
 

Miranda Bilbrey attends West Wilson Middle School 
and she made the Principal’s List with all ‘A's.    
 
Josh Gibson goes to Gladeville Elementary School and 
he made the Principal’s List with all ‘A’s!   
 
Samantha Perkins, who plays for the Middle TN Heat 
Middle School Basketball team, and a fellow team mate 
were asked to join  the Varsity team and help out for the 
remainder of the year due to the dwindling number of 
available players on the Varsity team.  
 
Congratulations Justin, Trinity,   

Miranda, Josh and Samantha!   

We are so proud of you!!! 

ROOM I� THE I�� WELCOMES  

A �EW I��KEEPER 

 
     Many thanks to our new innkeeper, Joe Gleaves. He 
has all the qualities we need in an innkeeper. He re-
mains cheerful and helpful on very little sleep, and he 
listens to ridiculous stories with patience and calm. 
     Join us on the second Friday of the cold weather 
months as we welcome our homeless guests to Room In 
the Inn at Andrew Price UMC. We need cooks, servers, 
dish washers, inn keepers, lunch makers, coffee makers 
(people who can make coffee, there is a coffee maker 
machine there, but it is not fool proof), and gentle listen-
ers.  
     Call Emalie or Judy if you would like more informa-
tion. 615-403-8455. 
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Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!Thank You!    
 

Thank you so much to the Hickory Bend family for the 
Christmas Gift.  Once again, it is was not necessary, but 
greatly appreciated.                     ~ Mark  
 
I want to say thank you for the monetary  
gift.....always needed by a girl working to help pay her 
way through college!!!!   ~ Bethany  
 
I wish to express my thanks to my Hickory Bend family 
for the Christmas Gift. It is a blessing to be part of this 
wonderful group of loving, caring people. Again, Thank 
You !    ~ David 
 
Dear HBUMC: Thank you so much for thinking of me 
at Christmas. I appreciate your support and your prayers 
all year long, and pray God's blessings for you and for 
our ministries.    ~ Jeannie 

Music and WorshipMusic and WorshipMusic and WorshipMusic and Worship    
 

     As in every New Year, 2012 brings changes to the 
Music and Worship Committee.  As of the 1st of the 
year, I accepted the position of chairperson, and I look 
forward to an exciting year. 
     I would first like to thank Cathy Caldwell for her 
three years of leading the Music and Worship Commit-
tee.  Her dedication and commitment has not gone un-
noticed, and I know I have big shoes to fill. 
     With that said, we had our first meeting of the new 
year on January 4th, and have already started planning 
for our upcoming Lent season. 
     We also discussed the transition period between the 
Passing of the Peace and the Scripture lesson.  Going 
forward we will be singing one verse of a hymn so fa-
miliar that you probably will not need a hymnal.  So 
when the music starts, please start singing when you 
head back to your seat. 
     We are just getting started for the new year, so please 
join us.  Our next meeting will be on February 1st, at 
5:00 p.m.. 
     Peace, 
     Mark 

370 Visitors! 

BY: Emalie Egan 

 
We had about 370 visitors to our website last month. 
Actually, we had 370 visits, not really 370 visitors. I’m 
assuming some people have visited many times, and 
others only once. 
 
Thanks to Stephanie and Wes, our website is an amaz-
ing tool for reaching people around the world. That’s 
370 visits, not including those of us who post on the 
website! (The website ignores us when it recognizes our 
computers.) We posted a story about a visitor who told 
us about the inspiration he felt from his sergeant in So-
malia. I wrote about his description of the sergeant, I 
heard from a sergeant in Kabul, Afghanistan. I’m not 
sure how he found our website, but he said he wanted to 
be that kind of sergeant. In the past year, we have also 
heard from an author we mentioned. 
 
So google us! Go to GOOGLE, and type in hickory 
bend umc. You’ll find a world of information and inspi-
ration. If you want to post articles, it’s very easy. See 
Stephanie, Wes, or one of the Youth. You can click on 
years of the newsletters, listen to a sermon you missed 
or one you want to review. You can click on the calen-
dar and see pictures of events at the church. You are 
probably mentioned or pictured on the website, so 
check yourself out! 
 
Here are some of the stats from January 20: 
 

Top Posts 

About 4 Views 

Hickory Bend UMYF 3 Views 

Council 2 Views 

Stewarts Ferry Apartments Park With Us 1 Views 

 
Top Searches (This is how people find us on the Inter-
net.) 
   hickory bend sacred space, hickory bend umc, wor-
ship service recordings, sacred space nashville, undie 
Sunday 

Most Active 

Where is that star?12 Views 

About 10 Views 

Council 5 Views 

Hickory Bend UMYF 5 Views 

 
There is a Word Cloud on the website. A Word Cloud 
finds the words we use the most on our website and 
makes them larger and darker. What does this Word 
Cloud say about Hickory Bend UMC? The largest and 
boldest words are: audio, fellowship, Donelson, Jesus 

Christ, Methodist, Outreach, Worship, Recording, 

Service, Youth, and Welcome. Interesting, isn’t it? If 
those words describe us, it’s no wonder we have so 
many visitors. 

 

FLAMI�GOS I�VADE TE��ESSEE 
 

 

Purchase your  

Flamingo Insurance  

 �ow!  
 

Join Club 52! 

 
 

     Friends, you do not want to be caught without this 
important protection. These flamingos can strike with-
out warning, and if this happens to you, you will need 
the professional services of the UMYF to remove these 
pesky, plastic pests.  
   For $1 a week, or $52 a year, you can purchase this 
important piece of mind.  We offer a complete package 
of flamingo removal services including removing the 
flamingos and, well, just that.  
     If these terrible hot pink birds invade your yard, call 
the UMYF Flamingo Removal Professionals at 615-
403-8455. For our especially environmentally conscious 
customers, we will remove the flock to the ecosystem of 
your choice. 
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 JANUARY 2012  
STEWARDSHIP 

DATE ATTENDANCE OFFERING 

1/01 78 $4,816.03 General Fund 
$     13 Hardship Fund (Birthday Pig  
              & Communion Rail offering) 
$     32 Youth Missions 
$   131.01 Summit Meals 
$     75 Cloverbottom Gifts 

1/08 91 $1,267 General Fund 
$       5  Hardship Fund  
                  (Birthday Pig ) 

1/15 76 $1,732.61 General Fund 
$        2.80 Hardship Fund 
                      (Birthday Pig ) 
$          .10 Building Fund 
$        5 Youth Missions 
$      70 Warmth in Winter (UMYF) 

1/22 82 $1,478 General Fund 
$     17 Hardship Fund (Birthday Pig ) 
$      70 Warmth in Winter (UMYF) 

1/29 * * 

*Will be reported in the March issue of the Hickory Leaf. 

Treasurer’s Report for 2011 

 
     The state of our church finances at this time is 
good.  After a few years of squeaking by, we are 
presently receiving enough income to meet our 
budgeted expenses commitments.  
       
We budgeted $111,986 for expenses last year. Our 
income for the year was actually $107,964.89, but 
that was offset by expense reductions to end the 
year with $4,525.73 more income than expense.  
          

 

 

 1/1/2011  12/31/2011 

Category Description Actual BUDGETED Difference 

TOTAL TITHES & OFFERINGS 107,964.89 111,986.00 -4,021.11 

TOTAL EDUCATION -949.86 -1,155.00 205.14 

APPORTIONMENTS -14,677.00 -13,555.00 -1,122.00 

BANK RECONCILATION INCOME ADJUSTMENT 40.00 0.00 40.00 

BANK CHARGES -132.49 -160.00 27.51 

WORKMAN'S COMP. INSURANCE -433.00 -443.00 10.00 

TOTAL MUSIC EXPENSES -648.82 -1,409.00 760.18 

TOTAL OFFICE EXPENSES -1,199.63 -2,634.00 1,434.37 

TOTAL PASTOR EXPENSES -2,912.77 -3,400.00 487.23 

TOTAL PROPERTY CARE & MAINTENANCE -6,190.64 -11,998.00 5,807.36 

TOTAL STAFF SALARIES -64,750.09 -64,495.00 -255.09 

TOTAL UTILITIES -10,602.69 -11,187.00 584.31 

TOTAL WORK AREA MINISTRIES -580.68 -1,000.00 419.32 

TOTAL WORSHIP -401.49 -550.00 148.51 

OVERALL TOTAL $4,525.73  $4,525.73 

Account Balances  

Account 
12/31/2011  
Balance 

Cash and Bank Accounts  

CD - 15,000 17,736.65 

HBUMC CHECKING 722.99 

TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts 18,459.64 

Other Assets  

BUILDING ENTRANCE 6,389.14 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND 2,777.20 

CHOIR 3,834.89 

FLOWER FUND 12.25 

HARDSHIP FUND - PASTOR 3,344.83 

JOE GLEAVES MEMORIAL GARDEN 812.37 

LRP- 4,513.67 

MAJOR MAINTENANCE FUND 5,635.48 

Memorial Funds 535.00 

Mother's Day 48.03 

Pastors Special Projects 1,000.00 

Piano Fund 108.19 

SCOTT SULLIVAN SOLDIER MEMORIAL 780.01 

Seekers SS Class sponsored child 3.97 

SOLDIER MAILINGS 194.53 

VBS 42.53 

WED. MEALS FUND 267.00 

YOUTH ACCOUNT 2,420.79 

TOTAL Other Assets 32,719.88 

OVERALL TOTAL $51,179.52 

The largest expense reductions came from discon-
tinuing the janitorial service and the lawn care. 
These two items amounted to a savings of 
$5,037.39 for the year.    
 
Janitorial service was discontinued after paying for 
January and February service. A summary of the 
2011 budget accounts is presented here, followed 
by a table showing the end of year bank and asset 
account balances. 
 

  Gene Parker 
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*If you would like to volunteer to work in the 4ursery, please see Bethany Caldwell to sign up. 

Date Scripture Reader Children’s Sermon Communion Stewards *�ursery Volunteers 

2/05 Charlie Scott Cathy Caldwell 
Set Up: Regene Mitchell 
Serve: Ruckers 

Samantha Perkins 

2/12 Bro. Gary Emalie Egan  Margaret Williamson 

2/19 Jim Adair Bro. Gary  Ethel Burnett 

2/26 Lauren Rucker Mitzi Anderson  Margaret Williamson 

FEBRUARY VOLU�TEERS 

The Farmer's Donkey 

 
     One day a farmer's donkey fell down into a 
well. The animal cried piteously for hours as the 
farmer tried to figure out a way to get him out.  
     Finally he decided it was probably impossible 
and the animal was old and the well was dry any-
way, so it just wasn't worth it to try and retrieve 
the donkey.  
     The farmer asked his neighbors to come over 
and help him cover up the well. They all grabbed 
shovels and began to shovel dirt into the well.  At 
first, when the donkey realized what was happen-
ing he cried horribly. Then, to everyone's amaze-
ment, he quieted down and let out some happy 
brays.  
     A few shovel loads later, the farmer looked 
down the well to see what was happening and was 
astonished at what he saw. With every shovel of 
dirt that hit his back, the donkey was shaking it off 
and taking a step up.  
     As the farmer's neighbors continued to shovel 
dirt on top of the animal, he continued to shake it 
off and take a step up. Pretty soon, to everyone's 
amazement, the donkey stepped up over the edge 
of the well and trotted off! 
     Moral: Life is going to shovel dirt on you. The 
trick to getting out of the well is to shake it off and 
take a step up. Every adversity can be turned into a 
stepping stone. The way to get out of the deepest 
well is by never giving up but by shaking yourself 
off and taking a step up.  

HBUMC COU�CIL MEETI�G 
FEBRUARY 12, 2012 

12 pm - 2 pm 

 

Please join us for a Council Meeting imme-
diately after the worship service.  Bring 
your best ideas, hopes, dreams, and your 
gifts. 
 

Dress code: Sleeves must be rolled up! 

FEBRUARY  

SERMO� SCHEDULE 

 
 
February 5 "Some thoughts from an MRI" 
  Text: Psalm 23 
 
February 12 "Are you sure?" 
  Text: Psalm 147:1-11 
 
February 19 "What can I do for you?" 
  Text: 2 Kings 2:1-12 
 
February 22 "You mean You still love us?" 
  Text: Psalm 51 
 
February 26 “Which way?" 
  Text: Psalm 25:1-10 

TAKE A LOOK 
 

We’re in the process of 
updating our HBUMC ad-
dress  directory.  If you’ve 

had a change of address, phone number, 
email address, etc., since our last directory 
(2009), please send your updated informa-
tion to keithdb@att.net or leave it with the 
church secretary. 

COMING THIS SUMMER 

VACATIO� BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

OPERATION OVERBOARDOPERATION OVERBOARDOPERATION OVERBOARDOPERATION OVERBOARD    

“Dare to go Deep with God” 
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SOUPER BOWL  

LU�CHEO� 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SU�DAY 

FEBRUARY 5TH 
 
 

Save the date...February 5th! 
It's the biggest day in the 
NFL!!!   It's the HBUMC 

UMYF SOUPER BOWL 

Luncheon!! 
 
Join our youth immediately 
following worship for “all you 
can eat” homemade soup and 
salad. We will be serving 
homemade Potato Cheese, 
Chicken Noodle, Sante Fe, 
Broccoli Cheese and Chili 
Soups.  
 
Please come and join us for 
this fundraiser to help send our 
kids to Mountain T. O. P.! 

Valentines 
Dinner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mark your calendars for 
February 11th for our An-
nual Valentines Dinner.  

 
Join us for an Italian Feast, 
with music and Hickory 
Bend’s version of . . .  
        The /ewlywed Game! 
 

 

Prices:    $20.00 per Couple 
      11.00 per Person 

   $6.00 per child under five 

 

Dinner will be served between 
5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

 
More information to follow.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
WORSHIP 
COMM  MTG  
     5pm 
 

CHOIR  
PRACTICE  
      6:45pm.  
 
B: Cindy Bilbrey 
 

2 3 4 
BLANKET  
BRIGADE 9 am 
 
B: Mitzi  
        Anderson 

5 
 

SS 9:45 am  
Worship 11 am  
 

UMYF  

SOUPER 

BOWL  

Luncheon!! 
 
 
B: Eve White 

6 7 8 
CHOIR  
PRACTICE  
      6:45pm.  

9 10 
ROOM IN 
THE INN 

11 
ROOM IN 
THE INN 

 

 

 

 
VALE�TI�E 

DI��ER 

5pm-7pm 

12 
 

SS 9:45 am.  
Worship 11 am. 
 
COUNCIL MTG 
 
 
B: Helen Mitchner 

13 14 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A: Rick & Sherri  
       Debow 
B: Barbara  
          Warren 
    Tim Walter 

15 
CHOIR  
PRACTICE  
      6:45pm 

16 17 18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B: Gayle Bearden 

19 
 
 
 

 
Transfiguration 

Sunday 
 

SS 9:45 am  
Worship 11 am 

20 
 
 

PRESIDENTS DAY 
 
 

21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B: Lucille Rohrer  
         Westover 

22 
 
 

COMMUNION 
SERVICE 6PM 
 
CHOIR  
PRACTICE  
      6:45pm.  
 
B: Chad Withrow 

23 24 25 

26   

First Sunday  

in  

 
 

SS 9:45 am  
Worship 11 am  

27 28 29 
CHOIR  
PRACTICE  
      6:45pm.  

   

February 2012 
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HICKORY BE�D UMC                         

605 Stewarts Ferry Pike 

�ashville, T� 37214 

Dr. Gary Brock, Pastor 

“Return Service Requested” 

 

 

 


